Isolated cranial neuropathy associated with anti-glycolipid antibodies.
We describe seven patients with isolated cranial neuropathy in whom serum anti-glycolipid antibodies were detected. Trigeminal sensory neuropathy was found in four patients, who had exhibited symptoms for 2 months to 4 years. The other three patients showed facial nerve palsy with or without ophthalmoparesis. Temporal profile analysis of anti-glycolipid antibodies revealed that titers of anti-glycolipid IgM antibodies against GM2 and LM1 gradually decreased in patients having chronic trigeminal sensory neuropathy. In patients with acute trigeminal sensory neuropathy, elevation of anti-LM1 antibody titers continued over 12 months although anti-GalNAc-GD1a antibody disappeared. On the other hand, titers of anti-glycolipid antibodies rapidly decreased in patients with acute facial nerve palsy with or without ophthalmoparesis. We conclude that anti-glycolipid antibodies may play an important role in the development of isolated cranial neuropathy in some patients.